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AUSTRALIAN LONG DISTANCE EXPERIENGED

COACH_CREWS INCORPORATED

Secretary:
’ . Sue Granc_
PrE.Sldé’m. . 3 Teresa Crt
Celwyn Curcis - Chelsea Heighecs 3166
60 Glen Orme Av Phone 772 8916
Ormond 3204 e

Phone 578 3652

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Garry Higginson Greg Reid Mary Pectrie
Joanne Wigg Bernie Greely Kevin Bryant

Barbara Conner Keith Grant . John Blanch




AREA REPRESENTATIVES

N.S.W. GEOFF JOHNSON C/o Truck & Bus Transport

- 64 Kippax St., SURRY HILLS 2010
TAS. ' MIKE BOURKE _ P.0. Box 2002, ULVERSTONE 7315
N.T. JOHN DARE P.0. Box 388, ALICE SPRINGS 5750
§. 4 MAX GOWER 15 Aistrope Ave., MODBURY NTH 5092
NTH. QLD. GEOFF JAMIESON P.0, Box 200, PORT DQUGLAS 487%
QLD. BRIAN HOFMEIER 53 Centenary Road,

DAISY HILL 4127

W.A, PETER GOLDSMITH 8 Farmview Place, BIBRA LAKE 6163

f**********************************i***********************************%***%*

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION: $1S.00 DUE DATE: 1st February 1993

JOINING FEE: $5.00 (plus ‘Annual Subscription of $15 = $26.00).

Membership application forms are available from all committee
members and area representatives,

Membership is open to extended tour coach crew employed for a period
not less than twelve months full time on tours which are of a

duration of 7 days or more. (5 days in the case of Tasmania crew
members).

i***#%*************i*******i*********i**#i********************%*******i*****i

Iron on Transfers — Black or white $ 3.00
Transfers and Stickers $ 5,00
Replacement Badges $ 5.00
T« Bhirts Sizes 12 14 16 18 20 $10.00
Windcheaters Sizes 18 20 22 24 $20.00

Postage for T.Shirts & Windcheaters $ 5.00

Please place your orders with the Secretary, making cheques or
money orders payable to ALDECC Inc., including your size,
postal address and colour preference for T. Shirts.

Delivery of Windcheaters may take up to six weeks.

'*i*fi*******************i********i**********i****i****i*i*******************i
IF YOU HAVE CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO NOTIFY
OUR SECRETARY!!IIIIL1LII01L] o

Truck and Bus subscriptions are now due and payable to ALDECC Inc.
st $11,50 annually, "

SUBSCRIPTION DUE?777777777277277177 "

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR ALDECC SUBS?77 *'




Hello Everyone.

We have arrived at the silly season again
so I am filling my truck at the brewy on an extremly regular _
basis! Some of you must be enjoying a well deserved drink or two!

During August — September this year I took leave from my
truck, K and together with Joe and Fiona Peach, enjoyed the
privelage of getting the lst conventional coach (that we know of)
all the way from Melbourme to Cape York.

Pat Mangan was the brave man who put the hard work and expertise
into launching such a trip, thus enabelling a lifetime dream of
mine to come true.

Undoudtably, you have also achieved dreams and goals in

many and varied areas. I can certainlt say that that is the
case where the A.L.D.E.C.C., committee is concerned.

Meetings this year have been very productive and I am pleased

to report that the reunion is looking great. THe Valle
Homestead people are as keen as ever, as I am sure you are to.
We have kept the cost of the reunion as close to this years

as possible, so hope you can make a special effort im February.
Until then I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas
and a peaceful New year.

Cheers ,
Cel Curtis.

Greetings to all.

Well, Iw . now December all ready,
time really does pass quickly when your busy.
Well, I haven't quite achieved great goals like Cel but
I have had to return to part time studies’and that is very
challenging at my age.
Just a couple of reminders—-———-——-—- Subscriptions foe

1993 are now $15 please

New memberships are now $20.
Also, please could we have as many replies as possible in by
the due date of January 1l4th. It does make life easier for
us, and Valley Homestead. Even a phone call is 0.K.. I will
however, be away from Jan 15th - 18th,
Wishing evergyone a safe and happy Christmas.

Regards
Sue.




VAL MACK PROFILE

Valentine Beveridge Mack was born at Juanbung Station 100Km

from Balranald on 22nd October who knows when. Listening to
stories it could be like "The Man from Humpty Doo" about 200
years ago. Life until the age of 14 consisted of sheep and
cattle and schooling was by correspondence. To learn more

about cattle Val was sent to Northern Territory to expand

his knowledge. This he surely did. It took seven years until
he returned home. During this time he worked on stations, did

a droving stint with the Boss Drover Matt Savage on which he
virtually crossed Australia on horseback, worked with Surveyors
from Ayers Rock to Port Hedland in the 50's, joined a documentary
film crew working on "Beneath the Southern Cross" and finally
worked on a boat as a deck hand which took him to the Islands
around Australia and New Zealand. Back home at 21 he set to work
as a shearer with three others and became well known as "The

Mad Four". Marriage was next on the list and Val and Nancy
joined in holy wedlock. City life was never one of Val's top
priorities and it did not take long for his yearning for the
outback to boil over. Val joined Australian Pacific Tours where
he could have the best of both worlds. Although the East Coast
was travelled many times, the Centre his love and after nearly

a quarter of a century he is still driving the outback. Val has
seen the changes in Australia and lived through it adjusting as
he has had to to what they call progress but he has been lucky
to have known the real Australia. Camping tours in the 70's

he will never forget because of the breaking of the drought.
Trips were not from Pub to Pub but from bog hole to bog hole.
Val took the first accommodated tour to Darwin for A.P.T. having
as his hostess Geoff McGeary, part owner of A.P.T. These days
Motel rooms makes life a little easier although a "come back"
was made on 24th October when "Outback with Mack" a 14 day
camping tour organised by Val left Melbourne. This was a once
in a lifetime trip to travel with Val to areas most tourists
don't frequent. A gentle reminder had to be given every now and
then "not to drive off without the wagon". A great love of
animals has always shown and Val's latest love is camels, not
only talking to them but riding them. Last year Val featured

in the Alice Springs Camel Cup and came second in the Chief
Ministers Handicap. This year the race sponsered by A.A.T. was
won by Val. You may see the two now "sway backed" camels at
Noel Fullartons Camel Farm. Another feat was the crossing of
Simpson Desert by truck. Val joined Noel Fullarton and crew

and made history with this venture. Hobbies are few but leather
work is high on the list. Whilst working on Stations Val learned
the finer art of leather and now repairs and makes stock whips,
belts, etc. Orders will be taken at ALDECC Reunion. Val tries
his hand at most things and is a keen story teller and drinker
although he has now left the Bundy Rum and gone onto Light.

Val has 4 children and 3 grandchildren.

Tt is hard to imagine Val not on the road but if he should retire
you will no doubt see him in some little outback area peddling
his wares, making damper and spinning the yarns which has made
him a legend in his own lifetime.




DEAR DIARY

August 6th.

Dear Diary,

We left Kununurra this morning, our journey West has begun in
earnest. We went to Wyndham, why I'11l never know because
there is nothing there. But, I must admit, Turkey Creek was
worse!!! How anyone could survive in that place is beyond my
level of comprehension. And the signs!! Filthy, Crude signs
that the passengers thought were funny, but were really rather
a bit offensive.

We travelled on again stopping at Halls Creek for lunch. A

hot, dusty, worn-out looking town. It was very hard to get some
shade to have lunch in, so Phar Lap positioned the coach to
enable the passengers to sit in its' shade.

Then onto the worst road I have ever been on. I don't think
a grader has ever put its' blade over this bit of dirt! It was
so bumpy that my boobs are quite sore from all the jigging.

Finally, we stopped at Fitzroy Crossing. Phar Lap let us all
quench our thirst at the local pub and let me tell you Diary,
that sure is a sight to see! Everywhere for miles are empty
beer cans. The pub is divided down the middle by a wire fence
and one side is completely concrete. We were told to sit on the
"normal' side, as the other is for the natives. The publican
told us that the local aborigines get a little wild at night.
Needless to say we didn't linger a moment longer than we needed.

Qur camp tonight is in the Geikie Gorge National Park. Not an
jdeal camping spot — just a dusty parking spot really, but
there is a dunny and a shower of sorts. It was still rather
hot at dinnertime so we just had chops and a salad followed by
pears and instant pudding. Tomorrow morning we'll go on a
cruise up the river. It had better be good, to make up for the

mossies that are buzzing around my head.
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GOSSIP

Another lost weekend at Box—-heads for the 0ld Centralian Crew.
Because of the shithouse weather the numbers were down but the
spirits were still high. Big M was there early and between
her and Boxhead knocked off 2 bottles of Bundi. Nothing
unusual about that. Chimp turned up with both of his brats
like the doting father he's become since being a pisspot and
deirant in his days on the road.

Jill and Michelle were pissed again so some things never change
but some things do, Ashley stayed sober! Purtill didn't start
another vegie for the first time in many years and Greelyzalso
brought a woman and an Irish one at that. She-brought a
dressing gown, change of clothes, towel, soap, toothbrush.
Greely just brought more stubbies and wanted to know what the
towel was for. Mick Pearson turned up for the first time and
it was good to have a chat with him after four years. Mick
looked after us Roadies at Wallera Ranch and the Olive Tree in
Alice. He's back plumbing in Clunes, out of Ballarat.

Wooz and Cheryl and Chucker finally hit the sack around 3.30 a.m.
and Chucker lost the toss and slep with Purtill. Everyone
finally went to bed 4.30 a.m. but had trouble sleeping with the
farting from Boxhead and Ashley and the Animal.

Boxhead was crook as a dog next morning and he looked like one
too.

Big M and Cheryl cooked breki and Greely only had 2 plates of
eggs, sausages and bacon.

Another weekend nearly over and once again a good weekend was
had by all.

PROUD FATHERS

Batman Automotive College held their annual award night on
August 5. There were two very proud ALDECC members there to
watch their sons receive high awards. "Silver Medallion Awards"
for their third and last year. Collin Stephens' son, Dean for
Automotive Electrician and Lance Grenda's son, Ian for Vehicle
Body Making. Ian also received the Bus Proprietor's Association
Award for the Year.

ERNIE PAVLETICA was not a member of ALDECC but there are many

members who would remember Ernie from early Centralian days and
with Australian Pacific. He passed away after being ill for a

long time. He worked right up to the end.
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ALDECC sends its thoughts to Elwyn and Faye for the passing of
Grace, Elwyn's Mum last month. She was a Mum to Faye as well.

ALDECC sends its thoughts to Reen and Bryn Hillman on the passing
of Reen's Dad at the end of November.

Our notorious "Reidie" is trying something new again. This time
he had a drive around Calder Thunderdome in a 'Nas Car'. He got
to over 200Kms and reckons it was a real buzz.

Did she wear his skid marks instead of leaving them?

Who was the driver who ran a red light in Alice recently while
returning back to camp with his group, got pulled over by the
boys in blue and was discretly told that his mates were waiting
for him back at camp with a cold beer.

You can imagine the language when Ross returned to camp for that
beer.

Some people just can t get rid of bad habits, They turned up
to tbe Centralina B.B.Q. with a kangaroo sleeping bag, carry bag,
T shirt, blow up pillow and a flagan of coruba rum to boot. .

Heather Rhodes former C.T. cook is to be married at Rockhampton
A.I.M. church on January 2nd.
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